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DETERMINANTS OF VIOLENT CRIMES COMMITTED
BY PERSONS WITH PSYCHICAL ANOMALIES

The article presents the results of its own research into the category of violent crime of persons
with psychical anomalies within the limits of sanity and an analysis of the reasons and conditions that
contribute to the commission of these criminal offenses.

It was determined that clarifying the reasons and conditions for committing violent crimes, where
the subject of the commission is a person with psychical anomalies within the limits of sanity, is
important for further activities related to their prevention and prevention. It is emphasized that
psychical anomalies can have criminogenic and social significance, but they can’t be a direct cause of
criminal behavior. Attention is focused on the fact that mental anomalies are internal, subjective
conditions, that is, the ground on which, under unfavorable social circumstances, antisocial intentions
more easily arise and are realized. It was concluded that psychical anomalies alone can’t fully explain
some reasons for committing crimes. It has been proven that the causes and conditions of violent
crimes committed by persons with psychical anomalies are a set of material, ideological, socio-
demographic and other factors existing in our society today, under the influence of which a certain
category of persons, and especially those with psychical anomalies, antisocial views and habits are
approved, and on this basis, a criminal intention is formed and implemented.
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Formulation of the problem. The relevance of the problem of criminological and criminal-legal
characteristics of violent crimes committed by persons with psychical anomalies within the limits of
sanity is determined, firstly, by the range of legal problems that arise in the activities of law
enforcement agencies when they carry out preventive activities. Secondly, according to the latest
domestic studies, persons who have psychical anomalies that don’t deprive them of the ability to be
aware of their actions and manage them make up 36.9 % of those guilty of violent crimes.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The question of the peculiarities of the
commission of crimes by persons with psychical anomalies was raised by well-known domestic and
foreign scientists, for example: A. Zakaliuk, A. Zelinskyi, M. Korchowyi, L. Kryhina, V. lleiko,
V. Lykholob, O. Mykhailov, V. Pervomaiskyi, T. Prykhodko, O. Khodymchuk, O. Tsubera. The
specified scientists substantiated the special role of mental abnormalities in the genesis of criminal
behavior on a theoretical and sometimes practical basis, determined the prevalence of psychical
anomalies among different categories of criminals, and investigated the features of the criminal's
personality. However, in itself, attention to the problem of the impact of psychical anomalies on crime
doesn’t mean its full study, because until now there are no monographic works in Ukraine that would
comprehensively study the problem of violent crime by persons with psychical anomalies, and in
modern criminology, different, sometimes significantly different and poorly substantiated information
on the prevalence of mental abnormalities among persons who have committed violent crimes. And in
the practical activity of law enforcement agencies in the context of activities related to the prevention
and prevention of violent crimes, in fact, the presence of psychical anomalies within the limits of
sanity in the subject of a criminal offense is not taken into account, and the psychical anomalies
themselves are not detected, which significantly reduces the effectiveness of preventive activities.
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Therefore, the relevance of highlighting the theoretical scientific and practical aspects of the causes
and conditions of committing crimes by persons with psychical anomalies, namely the perpetrators of
crimes, is beyond doubt.

The purpose of the article is to analyze some of the reasons and conditions for committing violent
crimes by persons with psychical anomalies.

Presenting main material. The question of specific causes and conditions as determinants of
violent crimes can’t be properly resolved without solving the theoretical question of the criminological
relationship between the causes and conditions of crime in general. Despite the fact that it is often
difficult to distinguish between causes and conditions, the requirement of such a distinction in the
analysis of the determination of social phenomena has an important methodological significance. The
identification of causes and conditions in criminology, as well as not identifying the main factors that
determine a specific type of crime, seems to us to be incorrect not only in theory, but also in practical
terms, as it makes it difficult to focus practical activities on establishing and eliminating the most
criminogenic circumstances. That’s why it is so necessary to find out the place of reasons and
conditions for committing a specific crime, especially if we are talking about violent crimes, where the
subject of the commission is a person with psychical anomalies within the limits of sanity.

The doctrine of modern criminological science understands the causes of the commission of
criminal offenses as such processes and phenomena that generate crime as its direct consequence, and
conditions are phenomena that, although they do not directly generate crime, but, so to speak, facilitate
the occurrence of socially dangerous consequences [1, p. 139]. A reason, as you know, is always
necessary for an action, but not always sufficient. It becomes such when the appropriate conditions are
present. The causal factor in criminal behavior always interacts with a set of conditions: external,
inherent in the environment, and internal, inherent in a person. Conditions can facilitate or hinder the
cause.

Mental abnormalities can undoubtedly have criminogenic and, therefore, social significance, but
they can’t be the direct cause of criminal behavior, and persons who suffer from them are by no means
doomed to commit a crime. Psychical anomalies are internal, subjective conditions, that is, the ground
on which, under unfavorable social circumstances, antisocial intentions more easily arise and are
realized. And perhaps that is why mental abnormalities can’t fully explain some reasons for
committing crimes. Psychologists [2, p. 198] claim that the main causes of crimes, in the presence of
pathologies in the psyche, are social, and pathologies are a kind of catalyst that has criminogenic
significance.

If psychical anomalies become the cause of socially dangerous actions, then such actions will in no
case be criminally punished, since such a person will be recognized as innocent, and the subject of a
crime, as is known, can only be such a person who has consciousness and will, reports the report in his
actions and controls them. In other words, if a disease or other disorder of mental activity is the cause
of socially dangerous actions, then the person can’t be recognized as reprehensible, because the cause
of these actions is not the antisocial features of the person, but the disease or said disorder itself
[1, p.140]. In the behavior of any sane person, including a person with psychical anomalies,
pathological features are not decisive, they are mediated by the social content of his consciousness. So,
for example, psychopathy, even in combination with the adverse influence of the environment, does
not always become a condition that contributes to the commission of a crime. And that is why the
reasons and conditions for committing violent crimes by persons with psychical anomalies within the
limits of sanity deserve the special attention of scientists — criminologists.

As part of the research carried out in Ukraine on the problems of committing violent crimes by
persons with psychical anomalies within the limits of sanity, it is currently more appropriate to analyze
criminal behavior at the personal level, because knowledge of the objective factors that determine this
type of crime will allow a deeper understanding of its nature, to understand its genesis and on this
basis to correctly define a set of measures aimed at ensuring public order, prevention of offenses,
timely and complete disclosure of crimes of this category.

As shown by the results of our recently conducted one of the few 21st century criminal-legal
studies of violent crimes committed by persons with psychical anomalies, the predominance is
intentional murder — 48.8 %, intentional grievous bodily harm — 16 %, hooliganism combined with
violence — 16.7 % and sexual crimes — 17.8 %. Victims (victims) of violent crimes committed by
persons with psychical anomalies are: men —56.1 %; women — 31.7 % of crimes; minors — 12.6 %.
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The causes and conditions of violent crimes committed by persons with psychical anomalies are a
set of material, ideological, socio-demographic and other factors existing in our society today, under
the influence of which a certain category of persons, and especially those with psychical anomalies,
are approved anti-social views, habits, and on this basis the criminal intent is formed and
implemented. Therefore, taking as a basis the traditional approach to determining the factors of violent
crimes and relying on the empirical basis of our research, we will try to find out the reasons for the
commission of violent crimes by persons with anomalies of mental development and the influence of
shortcomings in investigative and judicial practice on the state of combating this category of crimes.

Among the reasons for the existence of violent crime by persons with psychical anomalies, in our
opinion, the low educational level, deficiencies in the educational work of educational institutions, and
deficiencies in the activities of correctional and labor institutions of the punishment system, the
consequence of which is recidivism, should be put in the first place. The fact is that the insufficient
level of education and the lack of cultural habits in some part of the population often lead to a
significant narrowing and simplification of interests, to the degradation of the personality, which in
some cases contributes to the commission of violent crimes. Also, serious deficiencies in the
educational work of educational institutions often contribute to the commission of violent crimes by
persons with psychical anomalies. Firstly, we are talking about shortcomings and oversights in
educational work among young people on the part of teachers and their reluctance to concern
themselves with the problems of teenagers. As a result, sometimes in schools there are cases of
gambling, lack of culture, humiliation of peers, which in turn leads to the commission of crimes by
students, as the study showed — mainly sexual and hooliganism.

The next reason for committing violent crimes by persons with psychical anomalies is recidivism:
among persons who have psychical anomalies and have committed violent crimes, a very large
number of previously convicted persons — almost 48.7 % of persons are recidivists. This indicates
serious deficiencies in the activity of the criminal enforcement system and the weak work of law
enforcement agencies.

As for the conditions for committing violent crimes by persons with psychical anomalies, the
following should be noted. In the nature of human behavior, there is no fatal tendency to criminal
behavior, and there can’t be an unambiguous complex of external (social) factors that lead to the
commission of a criminal offense or exclude it. In this case, we are talking about the interaction of the
social and the biological in the person of the criminal in their inseparable unity, otherwise it is
impossible to explain why there are facts of non-commitment of a crime by persons who, although
they have psychical anomalies within the limits of sanity and, moreover, are under the influence for a
long time a negative microenvironment, or vice versa, the commission of crimes in an unfavorable
situation by persons with a healthy psyche, whose behavior always complied with the norms of the
law. It is not just that the influence of the criminogenic environment is compensated by another,
positive influence, or prevails over it. Obviously, such qualities of a person should be formed here that
would directly determine the content of behavior both in one direction and in another.

Conditionally, two aspects of behavior determination can be distinguished: external and internal
(personal). A generally accepted point of view in psychology is that external factors are refracted
through internal conditions. In the set of qualities that characterize a person, a certain place is occupied
by those related to the field of biology. Most often, it is these qualities that acquire social significance,
because the environment, although it shapes the personality, but not directly, but depending on its
biological features. Social development is conditioned by a system of various social relations, where
social ties and relations are the driving force. But the formation of certain moral qualities of a specific
person is possible only if the level of his neuropsychological development is determined. And only
such qualities can be considered as a necessary condition for the formation and formation of a person
under the influence of the microenvironment of the past and present.

As you know, a person and his worldview are formed primarily under the influence of social
factors. The essence of human behavior, its direction and content have, first of all, a social origin and
meaning. At the same time, the dynamic side of any behavior, including criminal behavior in the
broadest sense of the word, is determined by the biological properties of a person. The fact is that the
properties of the nervous system, which don’t directly affect either the content of the human psyche or
the productive side of its activity, are manifested, first, in the peculiarities of temperament, which adds
a peculiar design to acts of behavior, and under certain conditions they can have an influence and on
the content of a certain activity.
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If we talk about the biopsychological properties of a person, then they acquire special importance
precisely in the behavior of minors. This is explained by the age characteristics of minors, namely the
instability of their emotional and volitional sphere, critical phases of development, which play the role
of conditions that contribute to the commission of violent crimes. Juveniles, due to their psychological
and mental qualities, are not able to correctly assess the social significance of their actions. But the
decisive factor influencing the commission of violent crimes by teenagers is not age specifics, but
deviations in their formation and development as individuals. Such deviations are due to various
reasons.

As for the ratio of social and biological in the person of a criminal in the presence of mental
abnormalities within the limits of sanity, then it is important to determine where and how the
biological and social act either as a necessary condition or a guiding factor of behavior. But it must be
remembered that mental abnormalities in themselves are not the direct causes of crime. As the mental
health (and ill health) of the population is a social factor, so mental abnormalities are among the
determinants of crime, although they have a secondary role. Psychical anomalies of any genesis don’t
rigidly and unambiguously determine criminal behavior. Such behavior is the result of the interaction
of socially acquired personal qualities and biological features. If a person has mental disorders within
the limits of sanity, the main factors of criminal behavior will still be his moral features, views, beliefs
and value orientations. Otherwise, a person can’t be found guilty, and his actions criminal [1, p. 142].
Mental disorders can contribute to the formation of a criminal personality only in the presence of
certain unfavorable social conditions. Moral education, creation of favorable living conditions,
positive influence, combined in necessary cases with medical assistance, are capable of neutralizing
the criminogenicity of psychical anomalies, which in other conditions could have a socially dangerous
character. On the other hand, an unfavorable environment, lack of socially useful contacts, antisocial
lifestyle and negative personal qualities can lead to the emergence of criminological significant
psychical anomalies.

The possibilities of using psychiatric factors to explain criminal behavior are quite limited. It is
clear that when investigating biological factors, criminology must inevitably go beyond mental
abnormalities. The causes of many mental disorders are biological in nature. Thus, the conducted
study showed that more than 6.2 % of violent crimes are committed by persons with a diagnosis of
«schizophrenia» and, according to the results of forensic psychiatric examinations, these persons are
clearly recognized as insane. Undoubtedly, the main reason for the occurrence of this disease is
unfavorable heredity, and the disease «schizophreniay itself in such a case becomes the direct reason
for the commission of violent crimes by these persons.

And yet, even when imitating mental abnormalities, including illness, the degree of their impact
largely depends on social conditions. Therefore, psychiatric factors of biological genesis are only part
of the problem of the biological in the criminal, which doesn’t include such criminological important
phenomena as gender, age, features of the physical constitution, state of health, etc.

The presence of psychical anomalies helps to explain the commission of only some types of
crimes, primarily violent ones. On the other hand, individual crimes can be committed by persons
who, although they have disorders of mental activity within the limits of saneness, but these disorders
have no relation to the committed crime, for example, the commission of robbery by a psychopath,
since it is almost impossible to trace the relationship between such a crime and existing anomalies of
mental development it is impossible due to the lack of cases of forensic psychiatric examinations on
self-interested crimes in investigative and judicial practice.

Congenital psychical anomalies, as well as socially acquired ones, can be criminogenic, but the
decisive role does not belong to them, but again to antisocial personal qualities, which, as is known,
are not transmitted genetically. It is not properties that are inherited, but a tendency to them. Society
and upbringing either humanize human endowments or impart an anti-human character to them,
they can either suppress or ennoble natural needs, but they can also give rise to those that have no
precedents in the human world.

Conclusions. Psychical anomalies, by themselves, can’t be the direct cause of criminal behavior,
and persons who suffer from them are not at all doomed to commit a crime, since psychical
anomalies are internal, subjective conditions, that is, the ground on which, under unfavorable social
circumstances, it is easier antisocial intentions arise and are realized. The causes and conditions
of violent crimes committed by persons with psychical anomalies are a set of material, ideological,
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socio-demographic and other factors existing in society, under the influence of which a certain
category of persons, and especially those with psychical anomalies, adopt antisocial views, habits and
on this basis the criminal intent is formed and implemented. Among the main reasons for the existence
of violent crime among persons with psychical anomalies, it is necessary to include a low educational
level, deficiencies in the educational work of educational institutions, and deficiencies in the activity
of the criminal-executive system. The conditions for committing violent crimes by persons with
psychical anomalies are the relationship between the social and the biological in the person of the
criminal in their inseparable unity and interaction.
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0. O. Xopearoa. JETEPMIHAHTU HACWJIBHHUIOBbKUX 3JIOYHUHIB, IO
BUNHAIOTHCA OCOBAMM I3 ICUXTYHNUMHU AHOMAJIISIMUA

Y cmammi npedcmaeneno pesynomamu  61ACHO20 OOCHIONCEHHS Kame2opii HACUTbHUYbKOL
310YUHHOCTI OCIO 13 NCUXIYUHUMU AHOMALIAMU 8 MeXCax OCYOHOCHI U aHali3 NpU4uH ma ymos, ujo
CHPUAIOMb BUUHEHHIO YUX KPUMIHATLHUX NPABONOPYULEHD.

Busnaueno, wo 3’scysanus npuuun ma ymo8 GUUHEHHsI HACUTLHUYLKUX 3T0YUHIE, e CcYD eKmom
BUUHEHHS € 0C00a 13 NCUXIYHUMU AHOMATIAMU 8 MeHCax OCYOHOCMI, € GANCIUBUM ONsT NOOATbULOT
disinbHocmi w000 ix 3anobicanns ma npoginaxkmuky. Haeonoweno Ha momy, wo ncuxiuwi
AHOMATIT MOJICYMb MAMU KPUMIHO2eHHe U COyianbHe 3HAYEeHHS, Npome 60HU He MOXNCYymb Oymu
0e3n0cepednboI0 NPUHUHOIO 3N0YUHHOT NOGEOTHKU. AKYeHmOo8aHo yeazy HA (AaKmi, W0 NCUXIUHI
aHOMANIl € HYMPIWHIMU, CYO EKMUBHUMU YMOBAMU, MOOMO TPYHMOM, HA AKOMY 30 HECHPUSAMIAUBUX
CoyianvHUX 0OCMABUHAX Jleeuie GUHUKAIOMb | peanizylomvesl aumucycniivhi Hamipu. 3pobrero
BUCHOBOK NPO me, Wo cami no cobi NCUXTUHI AHOMANIT He MOXCYMb YIAKOM NOSICHUMU OesIKI NPUYUHU
BUUHEHHST 3710YUHIB. J[08edeHo, wo npuyuHamMu U YMOBAMU HACUTLHUYbKUX 3/104UHIE, YUUHEHUX
ocobamu i3 NCUXIYHUMU AHOMANISAMU, € CYKYNHICIb ICHYIOUUX CbO2OOHI 8 HAUWIOMY CYCHiNbCMBIE
MaAmepianbHux, i0eon02IYHUX, COYIATbHO-0eMOSPAPIUHUX MA THUUX Hakmopie, nid 6NAUBOM SKUX Y
nesnoi kameeopii ocib, i 0cobaugo y mux, SAKi MarOmb NCUXIYHI AHOMANIL, 3amMeepodiCyIOMbCs
AHMUCYCNINLHI NO2AA0U, 36UYKU, § HA Yill NiI0cmasi popmyemvbcsa ma peanizyemvp s 310UUHHUL HAMID.

Knwuogi cnosa: xpuminanvie npagonopyuients, HACUTbHUYbKA 3N0YUHHICIb, YMUCHE 80UBCTNEO,
VMUCHE MANCKe MINeCHe YUWKOONCEHH S, CINAmesi 3104UHU, 0c00a 3104UHYsL, NOMEPNIUL, NPUYUHU 1
VYMOBU HACUTbHUYKUX 3T0YUHIB, NCUXIYHT AHOMAIITL, OCYOHICHb, HEOCYOHICMb, 0OMeENCeHa 0CYOHICb.
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