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FORENSIC PSYCHIATRIC EXAMINATION:
FEATURES OF APPOINTMENT AND CONDUCT

The article is devoted to the specifics of the appointment and conduct of a forensic psychiatric
examination. It has been established that sanity, as well as a person's age, are prerequisites for
criminal responsibility, which is preceded by one's own conscious volitional choice, which also
includes understanding the social significance of criminal actions or inaction and predicting their
consequences. Sanity, along with guilt and responsibility, is the central methodological category of
criminal law from the point of view of its fundamental importance for the observance of human rights
and freedoms. That is why it is really important for the investigator, prosecutor and judge to
understand the concepts of sanity, lack of sanity and limited sanity in order to accurately resolve the
issue of finding a person guilty.

It is noted that the legislation of Ukraine does not establish the concept of a person's mental state,
nor does it contain even an approximate list of criteria that are necessary to assess their significance.
And therefore, in the absence of a single definition of the concept of mental state and its criteria, the
investigator and prosecutor decides on the issue of the sanity / lack of sanity of a person, as well as
the further procedure for carrying out criminal proceedings, based on the conclusion of a psychiatric
examination, which is appointed after establishing the fact of the commission of a criminal offense by
this or that person.

It was concluded that taking into account the norms of criminal and criminal procedural
legislation, court practice in relevant proceedings and analysis of legal literature, it is possible to
distinguish the following categories of factual grounds and circumstances that indicate the expediency
of conducting a forensic psychiatric examination, namely: 1) information, which indicate that the
person was previously or is currently under the supervision of a psychiatrist; the person was
hospitalized and treated in a psychiatric hospital, was recognized as unfit for military service due to a
mental illness; the person was previously found to be insane or was being treated in a relevant
institution; 2) information that testifies to certain features of a person's behavior and may indicate the
presence of a mental illness or disorder of mental activity; 3) information obtained from the requests
submitted by the participants in the proceedings, about the need for a forensic psychiatric
examination; 4) information that proves the motiveless nature of the offense committed or its
commission with particular brutality, which is not characteristic of a person with a "healthy" psyche.

Keywords: psychiatric examination, psychological research, coercive measures of a medical
nature, state of insanity / limited sanity of the person.

Statement of the problem and its relevance. Under the conditions of the development of the
Ukrainian legal state, its responsibility to society and to each individual increases significantly. Among
its responsibilities is the protection of citizens lives, health, property, honor and dignity, as well as
other rights and legitimate interests protected by law from socially dangerous encroachments,
including those committed by mentally ill persons. Regarding the latter, criminal liability cannot be
used as a tool to influence their behavior, therefore, in this regard, the institution of compulsory
measures of a medical nature is provided for in the criminal legislation.

However, the application of appropriate measures is preceded by the establishment of the fact of
the presence or absence of a person's mental illness or disorder of mental activity. However, a
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corresponding conclusion requires special knowledge in the fields of medicine, psychiatry and
psychology. In this case, a forensic psychiatric examination is prescribed. At the same time, it is
especially important to clearly observe the norms of the legislation regulating the procedure for the
appointment and conduct of a forensic psychiatric examination, as well as the proper procedural
registration of the relevant results. In this regard, there is a need for a detailed analysis of the order of
appointment of the relevant procedural action and the specifics of its implementation in order to form
appropriate conclusions.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Features of the appointment and conduct of
forensic psychiatric examination, certain aspects of the process of researching the mental state of
a person, and the appropriate preparation of examination results were reflected in the works of
O. I. Gerasimenko, M. N. Holodnyuk, V. O. Glushkov, A. S. Koblikov, A. A. Muziki, G. V. Nazarenko,
N. A. Orlovskaya, V. L. Ortynskyi, S. L. Sharenka and others.

The purpose of the article. The purpose of the article is to establish and research the specifics of
the appointment and conduct of a forensic psychiatric examination.

Presentation of the main research material. As already mentioned, Ukraine, based on the
provisions of the Constitution, is primarily a social and legal state [1]. And this, in turn, obliges the
entire law enforcement system of our country to act exclusively in compliance with the principles of
the rule of law and strict adherence to the requirements of the law. This statement is especially
relevant when deciding the issue of establishing a person's sanity / lack of sanity, since neglecting the
established requirements of the law can lead to serious procedural consequences not only for such a
person, but also for other participants in the proceedings.

That is why it is advisable to pay appropriate attention to the procedure for establishing the fact of
the presence or absence of a person's ability to control his actions and to be aware of them during the
commission of a criminal offense when deciding on the application / non-application of compulsory
measures of a medical nature.

It is worth noting that sanity, as well as a person's age, are prerequisites for criminal responsibility,
which is preceded by one's own conscious volitional choice, which also includes understanding the
social significance of criminal actions or inaction and predicting their consequences [2]. The choice of
a behavior option is the result of the interaction of the external situation with the characteristics of a
person, in particular with his mental state. At the same time, the mental state of a person affects the
entire complex of criminal and legal manifestations of the subject: the very fact of the criminal
offense, its nature, and its circumstances. Sanity, along with guilt and responsibility, is the central
methodological category of criminal law from the point of view of its fundamental importance for the
observance of human rights and freedoms. That is why it is really important for the investigator,
prosecutor and judge to understand the concepts of sanity, lack of sanity and limited sanity in order to
accurately resolve the issue of finding a person guilty.

O. M. Gerasimenko, for example, emphasizes that the need for psychiatric examinations of a
person is related to the establishment of sanity and readiness to serve a criminal sentence, as well as
the use of certain medical measures for unsane persons [3, p. 332].

In Part 2 of Art. 19 of the Criminal Code (hereinafter - the Criminal Code) of Ukraine regulates the
legislative definition of the concept of insanity, from which it follows that "insanity is recognized as a
person who, during the commission of a socially dangerous act, provided for by the Criminal Code of
Ukraine, could not be aware of his actions (inaction) or control them due to chronic mental illness, a
temporary disorder of mental activity, mental retardation or other morbid state of mind" [2].

But, unfortunately, the legislation of Ukraine does not establish the concept of a person's mental
state, nor does it contain even an approximate list of criteria that are necessary to assess their
significance. And therefore, in the absence of a single definition of the concept of mental state and its
criteria, the investigator, the prosecutor decides on the issue of sanity / lack of sanity of a person, as
well as the further procedure for carrying out criminal proceedings, based on the conclusion of a
psychiatric examination, which is appointed after establishing the fact of the commission of a criminal
offense by this or that person. As V. L. Ortynsky notes, that is when the need arises to use special
knowledge regarding the examination of the suspect (accused) [4, p. 5].

Therefore, taking into account the specifics of the "object” of the study, the question of the
presence of mental disorders in a person is resolved exclusively by appropriate expert research in each
individual case.
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According to Clause 3, Part 2 of Art. 242 of the Criminal Procedure Code (hereinafter - the
Criminal Procedure Code) of Ukraine, in the presence of information that raises doubts about sanity or
limited sanity, the investigator, prosecutor has the obligation to involve a forensic psychiatric expert to
determine the mental state of the suspect” [5].

At the same time, Part 1 of Art. 509 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine stipulates that the
investigator and the prosecutor are obliged to involve an expert (experts) to carry out a psychiatric
examination in the event that during the criminal proceedings circumstances are established that give
grounds to believe that the person was in a state of insanity at the time of committing a socially
dangerous act, but after committing it, he fell ill with a mental illness, which deprives him of the
ability to be aware of his actions or to control them [5]. Appointment of this type of examinations, in
accordance with the provisions provided for in clause 3, part 2, p. 242 of the Criminal Procedure
Code of Ukraine is mandatory.

The relevant medical literature, for example, notes that psychiatric examinations are carried out
exclusively by psychiatrists, in the process of which the mental state of the patient is determined in
order to resolve issues of sanity, legal capacity and work capacity [6, p. 332].

Unfortunately, the current legislation does not contain a clearly defined and comprehensive list of
grounds for the appointment of the appropriate procedural action. However, taking into account the
norms of criminal and criminal procedural legislation, court practice in relevant proceedings, and
analysis of legal literature, it is possible to single out the following categories of factual grounds and
circumstances that indicate the expediency of conducting a forensic psychiatric examination, namely:

1) information indicating that the person was previously or is currently under the supervision of a
psychiatrist; the person was hospitalized and treated in a psychiatric hospital, was recognized as unfit
for military service due to a mental illness; the person was previously found to be insane or was being
treated in a relevant institution;

2) information that testifies to certain features of a person's behavior and may indicate the presence
of a mental illness or disorder of mental activity;

3) information obtained from the requests submitted by the participants in the proceedings, about
the need for a forensic psychiatric examination;

4) information that proves the motiveless nature of the offense committed or its commission with
particular brutality, which is not characteristic of a person with a "healthy" psyche [7; 8].

In turn, when carrying out the relevant research, it is necessary to clearly understand its purpose,
subject and tasks facing the expert or commission.

Forensic psychiatric examination is a special type of professional activity of a psychologist, which
is carried out by a specialist in the field of forensic psychiatry, and is provided by the materials of
criminal proceedings [9, p. 245-246].

The purpose of the forensic psychiatric examination is to obtain information and data that testify to
the presence or absence of the person who committed the offense, the ability to control his actions and
to be fully or partially aware of them [10]. That is, we are talking about the presence or absence of
mental abnormalities in a person at the time of committing the act.

The subject of such studies is the psychological state of a person in order to establish his
involvement in the committed offense and the ability to realize his actions and manage them, which, in
turn, affects the individual determination of the degree of punishment.

Most often, a psychiatric examination of a suspect can be a component of a complex expert
examination, if the answers to the questions arising from the investigation or the court require the
synthesis of special knowledge from various areas of medical sciences in a general expert opinion. In
this case, the investigator or prosecutor makes a decision to send the petition to the investigating judge
for the purpose of conducting expert examinations and placing the suspect in a psychiatric hospital.
At the same time, the investigator / prosecutor necessarily selects the necessary materials for the
proceedings and substantiates the need for a psychiatric examination, specifying the relevant state
expert institution, as well as a list of questions to be asked for clarification by an expert psychiatrist
or a commission of experts.

Inpatient psychiatric examination, in accordance with the requirements of the legislation, is carried
out in psychiatric hospitals, where psychiatric expert commissions are organized for this purpose,
consisting of at least three psychiatrists, namely: the chairman of the commission, one more member
of the commission and the speaker, who conducts the direct observation of the subject. In the event of
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the appointment of such an inpatient forensic psychiatric examination, the investigator or the court is
also obliged to provide the expert commission with case materials, which contain data not only about
the circumstances of the committed criminal offense, but also about the personality of the person for
whom the examination is being conducted, his temperament, peculiarities of activity, character traits
(willlessness, greed, cruelty, etc.). And the more detailed they are reflected in the proceedings, the
more reliable and complete the conclusions of the forensic psychiatric examination will be.

To conduct an examination, it is extremely important to have a description of a person at all stages
of his life: in early childhood, school years and the period of independent work. It is also worth finding
out whether there was a lag in physical and mental development when a person began to walk and
talk; whether he had any convulsive attacks or head injuries, whether he suffered serious infectious
diseases; how did he study at school, did he fall behind in his studies, what was his behavior during
military service, in everyday life, at home and at work; were there any oddities observed, if so, what
were they manifested in; whether the person often changed profession, place of work; did not abuse
alcohol [11].

It is necessary to find out whether the person was previously ill with any mental illness, whether
he was under the supervision of a psychiatrist in a dispensary or in inpatient treatment. In such cases, it
is necessary to establish when the disease began, what and how it manifested itself, in which medical
institution the treatment was carried out, the duration of the person's stay, the diagnosis, which
treatment was carried out and its results.

In our opinion, it should be noted that its completeness and objectivity, the accuracy of the expert
opinion depend on the thoroughness of the preparation of materials and information for conducting
such an examination. Only the body that appointed the examination has the right to carry out a number
of actions, it is forbidden to transfer them to an expert (expert commission). First of all, it concerns the
collection of materials to be researched. The investigator must collect all information important for
judging the mental state of a person not only by questioning him, but also by questioning his relatives,
friends, acquaintances and other persons.

When conducting a forensic psychological examination and psychiatric examinations of a person,
the expert (experts) must answer questions about the nature and degree of the person's mental illness.
Based on the results of the research, the expert (commission) draws up an expert opinion, which must
indicate: by whom (surname, education, specialty, academic degree and title, position of the expert),
when, where and on what basis the examination was conducted, persons who were present during
the research, questions posed to the expert, what materials were used and motivated answers to the
guestions.

Based on the results of the conducted research, an appropriate conclusion is drawn up, of the
appropriate content and form, and is entitled "Act of Forensic Psychiatric Examination”. The act is
signed directly by the expert or all members of the commission who bear personal responsibility for its
content [11].

It is appropriate to note that psychiatric experts give a conclusion regarding the actual
circumstances that reveal the mental state of a person from the standpoint of the presence or absence
of a painful mental disorder in certain periods, its depth of severity, which makes it possible for him to
realize the actual side of socially dangerous behavior and the ability to manage it both for the time of
committing a socially dangerous act and conducting research, and for the future. Such a conclusion
essentially reveals a clinical and psychiatric assessment of a person's mental state, in relation to which
compulsory measures of a medical nature may be applied by the court.

Concluding the review of the appointment and implementation of the forensic psychiatric
examination and the study of its content and purpose, it should be noted that the presence of a state of
sanity or limited sanity, as well as the possibility of applying punishment to the guilty person for the
committed criminal offense, is determined by the court on the basis of a full study of the materials of
the criminal proceedings and within its legal competence. And such a study can be complete only
when the mentioned procedural action was carried out not only in accordance with the requirements
of the current legislation, but also all important aspects of its subject were investigated.

Conclusions. So, we can conclude that the order of appointment of a forensic psychiatric
examination is currently quite clearly reflected in the relevant norms of Ukrainian legislation.
Questions arise in the process of the psychiatric examination of a person's sanity / insanity, despite the
appropriate procedural regulation of the main points of the examination, the conclusion on its results
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(forensic psychiatric examination report) is formed by the appropriate person — a psychiatrist (medical
commission). Here the question of the appropriate qualification of the responsible person (doctor)
regarding knowledge of all aspects of the conducted research arises, since it is from its result that
significant procedural consequences arise for the person in respect of whom the specified research
was conducted.
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O. B. Ky3zpbmenko. CYJIOBO-IICUXIATPUYHA EKCIIEPTH3A: OCOBJIUBOCTI
NMPU3HAYEHHS TA TPOBEJEHHSI

Cmammio npucesaueno ocoOnUBOCMAM NPUBHAYEHHS A NPOBEOeHHsT CYO0BO-NCUXIAMPUUHOT
excnepmusu. Bcmawnogneno, wo ocyouicmuv, a maxodc ik 0cobu € nepeoymosamu KpUMiHaibHOL
8i0n08i0abHOCHI, SKIl Nepedye GLACHUL CEIOOMULL BOILOBULL BUOID, WO BKIIOYAE MAKOINC PO3YMIHHSA
COYIanbHO20 3HAYEHHS 3M0YUHHUX Oill Yu Oe30isnvHocmi U nepeddbayenus ix uacriokie. Ocyouicme
HAPI6HI 3 8UHOI0 MA GIONOBIOANLHICIO € YEHMPATLHOIO MEMOOONIOSTUHONO KAME20PIEI0 KPUMIHATLHO20
npasa 3 nozisidy it hyHOAMeHMAanIbHO20 3HAUEHHS 0I5l 000EPIUCAHHA NPag i c600600 modunu. Tomy Ons
MOUHO20 PO38 A3AHHA NUMAHHA NPO GUBHAHHA 0COOU GUHHOMIO OJIs1 CAi0Y020, NPOKYypopa ma cyoodi
Cnpagoi 8adNCIUBO POZYMIMU NOHAMMSL OCYOHOCHI, HEOCYOHOCMI Ut 0OMeHCeHOT OCYOHOCHIL.
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3asznaueno, wo 3axono0ascmeo Yxpainu ne 6CMAHOBNIOE NOHAMMA NCUXIUHO20 CIAHY 0Cco0U, a
MaKodc He MICmMumb HAGimb NPUubIU3HO20 NeperiKy Kpumepiis, sKi HeoOXIOHi 01 OyiHKu ix
sHayumocmi. A momy 3a 6i0CYMHOCMI €OUHO20 GUHAYEHHS NOHSMMS NCUXIYHO20 CMAHY Ma 1020
Kpumepiie numaHHs Woo0o 0CYOHOCMI / HeOCYOHOCHI 0COOU, A MAKOIC NOOATLULO20 NOPSOKY 30TUCHEHHS
KPUMIHATbHO2O0 NPOBAOIICEHHS CAIOYUL, NPOKYPOP BUPIULYE HA NIOCMABI GUCHOBKY NCUXIAMPUYHOL
eKcnepmu3u, KA NPUHAYAEMbCL  NICH  BCMAHOGNEHHS (DAKMY GUUHEHHS KPUMIHATLHO20
npasonopyuLents negHoio 0cobol.

3pobaeno ucHosox, wjo, bepyyu 0o yeazu HOpMU KPUMIHATBGHO20 MA KPUMIHATLHOZO NPOYECYAbHOO
3AKOHO0ABCMBA, CYO08Y NPAKMUKY V IONOGIOHUX NPOBAOIICEHHAX MA AHANI3 IOPUOUYHOL Timepamypu,
MOJICHA BUOLIUMU MAK] Kame2opii pakmuynux niocmas i 06CmMasut, Wo 6KA3VIOMb HA OOYLIbHICHD
npogedeHHs Cy008o-ncuxiampuyHoi excnepmusu, a came. 1) gioomocmi, axi ceiouamsv npo me, wo
ocoba Oyna paiwe abo Hapasi nepebygsac nid Ha2AA00M ncuxiampa; ocoba 20Cnimanizyeanacs U
JAIKY8AnAacs y NCuxiampuyHiu JjaiKapHi, 6U3HABANACA Y 38 53Ky 13 NCUXIYHUM 3AXBOPIOBAHHIM
HEnpuoamuor 00 NPOXOOICEHHS GIUCLKOBOI CIydcOU; 0coba pawniue GU3HABANACS HEOCYOHOI Ul
nepebyeana Ha NiKy8aHHI y 8i0N0GIOHOMY 3aK1adi; 2) gi0omMocmi, AKI c8i0uamv npo nesHi 0cooIUBOCMI
Nn0BeOdiHKU 0CoOU Ma MOJNCYMb 6KA3Y8AMU HA HASAGHICMbL y Hel OyuiedHoi X6opobu uu po3nady
ncuxiuHoi OistbHocmi; 3) iHhopmayis, Ompumara iz K1onOmaHb, sSKi 3aA61eHI YHACHUKAMU NPOBAOICEHHS,
npo nompedy 8 npogedeHHi cy0oso-ncuxiampuynoi excnepmusu; 4) sidomocmi, sKi 3aceiouyOmo
Oe3MOMUBHUT XapaKmep GUUHEH020 NPAGONOPYUIEHH S Yl GUUHEHHSL 11020 3 0COONUBOI0 HCOPCMOKICIIO, U0
He € XapakxmepHum 0151 0cooU 3i «300P0BOI0» NCUXIKOIO.

Knrouosi cnosa: ncuxiampuuna excnepmu3sd, NCUXOAOSIYHI OOCHIONCEHHS, NPUMYCOBL 3aX00U
MeOUUHO20 Xapakmepy, CMax HeoCyOHOCmi / 00medceHoi ocyOHocmi 0coouU.
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